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An overview of the upgrading components of Ashura rituals
*Shabanali bidaki!

Mohammad Sepehri?

Abstract

Ashura has a culture as comprehensive as Islam itself; and various socio-
idiosyncratic and politico-spiritual dimensions that we witness in Islam
as a whole, are also manifested in the culture of Ashura. Neglecting the
multifaceted dimensions of this culture, will lead to an irreparable damage.
It is the multifaceted aspect of culture of Ashura that is sincerely considered
in the discussion of the promotional elements of Imam Hossein’s (PBUH)
mourning ceremony. History has shown that the existence of Shiite community
is associated with the special religious rituals such as the tragedy of Karbala.
However, due to historical developments and contemporary social conditions
and to perpetuate and strengthen its social effects; efforts must be made to
promote the religious rituals, especially the mourning ceremony of Imam
Hossein (PBUH).

Correspondingly, the question raised by the present study is as follows:
what are the strategies present to promote the mourning ceremony of Imam
Hossein (PBUH) in the present era?

The hypothesis has been proposed that while creating awareness regarding
the ‘why’ and ‘how’ of the philosophy of uprising among the audience; new
methods, eulogy, propaganda, commissions etc. should be considered with
due respect and regards.

The present study is a combination of library studies and the field studies by
the author; that have been collected through questionnaires.

Keywords:Imam Hussein (PBUH), Ashura culture, Hosseins (PBUH)
mourning, critical analysis, Imam Hossein’s (PBUH) mourning ceremony

1. PhD Student in Islamic History, Islamic Azad University, Central Tehran Branch.
Tehran-Iran alibidaki@gmail.com

2. Professor of History, Islamic Azad University, Central Tehran Branch, Tehran-Iran
(Responsible author) sepehran55@gmail.com
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The role of Iranian Ismaili inviters in promoting Fatimid
educational literature(With emphasis on Nasser Khosrow
Ghobadiani)

Reza safari!

Abstract

The existence of a propaganda organization called the “Invitation (Da'wah)
Organization” was one of the main elements in the advancement and
development of the Ismaili sect. It ultimately led to the establishment of one
of the great Islamic empires in the fourth century called the Fatimids, in the
Maghreb (West) and Egypt. Al-Muayyad f’'l Din al-Shirazi, Nasser Khosrow,
etcetera were among the influential da'is of the “Invitation Organization”
The Iranian da'is of this organization tried to spread the Fatimid “invitation”
peacefully inside and outside the Fatimid realm, by explaining and analyzing
the Ismaili thought. For this, one of the most important cultural strategies
of the da'is was the use of educational literature in order to strengthen the
Fatimid religious foundations. The most prominent personalities of this style
were “Al-Muayyad 'l Din al-Shirazi” and “Naser Khosrow Ghobadiani”, who
was also called as the Hojjat of Khorasan.

The present study seeks to find the answer to the question: How did Shiite
da'is use the educational literature, so as to strengthen the foundations of
power of the Fatimid Imamate?

According to the findings of this study, da'is used the educational literature to
explain the ideology and Politico-religious power of the caliphs.

This research has been done by using library resources and the descriptive-
analytical method based on data and written historical and literary works
of the Ismailis; especially the works of “Al-Muayyad fi'l Din al-Shirazi” and
“Naser Khosrow Ghobadiani”.

Keywords: Fatimids, Da'wah Institution, Educational Literature, Al-
Muayyad fi'l Din al-Shirazi, Naser Khosrow Ghobadiani

1. PhD in Islamic History, Department of Shiite History, University of Tehran -
safari1391@gmail.com
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The relationship between the truth of existence and beings
from the perspective of Shiite wisdom

*Hosein Rahmati!

Mehdi Hejri?
Abstract
When Philosophy entered the Shiite world as a science; the Shiite teachings
played a special role in its development. One of those issues is the truth of
existence and its ascription to beings. During the last few centuries, after the
interpretation of the discussion about existential doubt by the late Sadr al-
Mutalahin, the Shiite scholars have raised several issues around it. Among
those topics and discussions, we can point to the expression of quality for
the unity of existence and the relationship between the concept of existence
and its examples. In the contemporary times too, theories about the unity of
beings have been expressed; where in many cases, there is a misperception
between the unity of existence and unity of beings.
The fundamental question is whether novelty and uniqueness lies with the
unity of existence or unity of beings? i.e. whether the unity of existence is true
or the unity of beings? Realizing the truth regarding the unity of existence
and its relation with its manifestations and, in 0'1\] ther words, its beings, is
a very important matter that can have an effect on the personal, social, and
otherworldly life of the Shiites. This research tries to critically analyze the
different theories regarding this issue and lastly presents the view regarding
unity of beings and unity of existence.
The present research examines this issue from the point of view of Sadr Shiite
philosophers; these points of views ultimately lead to five theories: 1. Existing
personal unity 2. Typical unity of existence 3. The unity of existence in the
form of existential doubt 4. Existence of appearance. The fifth and desirable
view is that: All beings are manifestations of a truth.
keywords: Existential Unity, Existing Unity, Contrast, Typical Unity,
Existential Doubt

1. Level 3 student of Shiite studies- hoseinrahmati.tehran.1369@gmail.com
2. PhD in Philosophy, University of Tehran and Member of the Institute of Wisdom
and Philosophy- mehdihejri1 T@gmail.com
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Emergence and manifestation of Ismaili Shiite beliefs and
rituals in the Fatimid rule

Morteza Ali Bahmani!

Abstract

The Fatimid government was one of the powerful Shiite governments that was
formed in 297 AH in the Islamic west, based on Ismaili ideas and played an
important role in promoting the culture and civilization of the Islamic world.
Ismaili is one of the Shiite sects that has its specific beliefs and teachings.
This research seeks to find out which of the Ismaili beliefs and teachings
were considered by the Fatimid political government and moreover, was
paid serious attention to be highlighted. The present study, based on library
sources and descriptive-analytical method, has concluded that the Ismaili
doctrinal foundations, especially the doctrine of Imamate, were an essential
element in the formation and continuation of the Fatimid rule. Of course,
they approached their goals by following the principles and rituals of the
Ismaili Shiite religion.

Keywords: Fatimid rule, Ismailis, Islamic west, Imamate, Obaidollah Al-
Mahdi

1. PhD in Islamic History, Azad University- South Tehran and university lecturer-
mortezaalibahmani@gmail.com
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Cultural factors of Iranians' tendency towards Shiismin history
*Mohammad Najafi barzegar'

Davud Komijani®
Abstract
The holy religion of Islam entered Iran at the end of the first century Hijrah af-
ter its emergence in the land of Hejaz. Although during the beginning of Islam’s
arrival in Iran, the followers of the Shiite school of thought were in minority in
this land; but over time their numbers increased. This shift of Shiites from being
.the minority to a majority, has always occupied the minds of historical scholars
All of them seek to find out “Which historical, cultural and social elements
have been influential in this cultural transformation of Iranian people to Shi-
“?ism
This study is based on the hypothesis that the political and social unrest inside
Iran; which generally arose from the dual behavior of the government on one
hand, and the experience of Iranians (Mawalians) of Kufa with Amir al-Mo-
menin's (Hazrat Ali- PBUH) governing behavior and the good behavior of his
governors in different cities was another important and influential factor which
played a key role in the cultural inclination and orientation of Iranian people
.towards Shiite school of thought
Even though several studies have been conducted in this regard; but in this
particular study, the role of cultural factors has been taken into consideration
.and studied
Based on the findings of this study, which is based upon review of historical
sources and by using the descriptive-analytical method. One of the exceptional
achievements of this study is the fact that even though Iranian Shiism had a
political aspect attached to it initially, but the presence of Saadaat (or people be-
longing to the family tree of Prophet of Islam) and Alawites in different parts of
Iran and the travel of Ali ibn Musa al-Reza (PBUH) to Tus, played an important

role in strengthening Shiite foundations in Iranian society, which ultimately led
.to their Shiite beliefs

Keywords: Islam, Iranians, Shiism, culture, Alawites

1. PhD in Islamic Education, University of Tehran — Teacher at religious seminary
and university - m.najafi.b@ut.ac.ir
2.PhD in Religions and Islamic Differences, Hamdard University of India - Professor

at Religious Seminary and University - Davood.komijani@gmail.com
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A Study of the Balance of Religious and National Identity in
America's Shiite Minorities

*Mohammad Reza Huzur bakhsh!

Yahya Jahangiri?
Abstract
Muslims entered the United States from Lebanon in the late nineteenth
century. They have experienced numerous ups and downs of immigration
since then; and have faced a variety of challenges along the way. In order
to enjoy social welfare in the United States, immigrants must prove their
ability, adaptability, and productivity as an American citizen, in order to take
benefit of the facilities such as education, health, employment, and so on.
Therefore, the Americanization of the immigrant must be clearly defined for
the decision-making organizations of the government, for him to be entitled
to claim these benefits. Shiites have always suffered from social pressures
caused by differences between religious teachings and the modernist, secular,
and Islamophobic requirements of the United States; and have suffered with
damage to their identity.
This study seeks to examine the challenges of the religious identity of the
American Shiites and answer the question that whether the Shiites should
accept the American social policies of integration into the social fabric with all
its requirements, in order to assert their civil rights? Given the growing need
of secular societies to gratify the spiritual emotions and feelings, the religious
identity of Shiites based on the new understanding of Shiite spirituality
(collective spirituality) has been considered the most significant solution
to resolve the Shiite crisis. Collective spirituality is a process that does not
individually emphasizes on people, but on interpersonal relationships; thus
creating a network in their faith community, preservation and continuity of
spirituality through collectivism, and ultimately the cohesion of the religious-
spiritual identity of the community in question.
Keywords:Islam, Shiite, American society, Religious identity, Challenges,

Immigrants

1. PhD student in Comparative Philosophy, Qom University, Researcher at the
Department of Strategic Studies, World Assembly of Ahl al-Bayt (AS)
2. Doctor of Shiite Studies,University of Islamic Religions and Denominations,

Professor of seminary and university
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